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OFFICIAL, HOME AND
BUSINESS LIFE OF

NO BACKWARD STEP,
BUT ONWARD, PLAT-

FORM OF MR. PROUTYGEORGE H. PROUTY
..Candidate for Governor, Geo. II. Trouty, ice should be made as simple and in-

expensive as possible and all necessary

ctttlerent from theirs. In this devotion
to his linn's business nothing has been
allowed to intervene or distract. As
successful man who has found financial

reward in his success, and which is by
no means the rule, the allurements of

conservative in the conduct of his bus-iios-

and with a record for conscrvu-tift- n

in the offices of public trust lie

has held, stands for the things which

he believes aro benefitting Vermont and

for things which he. honestly feels will

'd niUermlly to that benefit.

Ho has shown no reluctance in bring-

ing forth a platform, and upon that

safeguards should be retained.
Too much timo'is wasted every ses-

sion of the Legislature in considering
loosely drawn and needless bills. It
should be the endeavor of all those
connected with that body to prevent
waste of time. An excellent start in

economising time was . made at the,
last session and still greater improve-
ment in this direction is possible at
the coming session.

other businesses, or of seemingly prof
(table investment opportunities, hav
not appealed to him. Beyond being
director, and an influential one, too, in

Regarding a candidate for any impo-
rtant state office the public hag the right
to full knowledge of the man; his qualitl-cation-

hia activities and above all what
he bas made of himself, because "from

such knowledge best forecast can be

had of the sort of service he is likely
to give the state. With this general

principle In mind, the following sketch

of the Hon. Geo. II. 1'routy of Newport,
at" present Lieutenant-Governo- r of Ver

jnont, and thej leading candidate for gov-

ernorship at the hands of the Republi-

can party, has been prepared. It has
been drawn largely from the testimony
of persons who have known him as
neighbor and as an associate ' all his
life, and who may be presumed to be

thoroughly acquainted with his personal-

ity and character. His record in public

the Orleans Trust Co., a Newport bank platform) presented the voters of the

state weeks ago, he firmly stands. So Short, active and effective aessions

sliQuld be the desire of every legislator.
Ing institution, and a director in the

Passumpsic Telephone Co., ho has no concise and complete is that platform
business iuteresta apart from those of that at no time has he felt it necessary

to supplement it with additional renis firm, flua fact argues stroii'dy for
a wholesome conservatism that is by
no means useless in a state's chief ex
ecutive. Among his associates in his
two directorships he rank as the pos
sessor of a very high' degree of fore

sight on all matters wherein the future
of business propositions is involved

This is another good quality ior a gov

The Taxation Problem

I am fully aware of the inequalities
of taxation existing in Vermont ut
the present time and this is one of

He great questions which ,must be pas-

sed on by the coming Legislature. I
believe that the proper course was

taken during the last .session in prov-idin- g

for a commission to thoroughly

Investigate conditions and to make such

a report as they thought best, after

duly considering all matters brought
to their attention. That commission is
made up of men of such ability and
Round judgment that I have no doubt
they will make such recommendations
as will appeal to, the good judgment
of the coming Legislature and that
such Jaws will be passed as will more

commendations.

The candidate is presenting liis idea

of legiaation dix-- s not arrogate to him-

self the right to dictate to his party.
His platform ds in the lino of sugges-
tion not presented as coming from

a dictator. The platform readet:

The Republican party the past two
'

years has instituted measures to

protect the rights of the people

Against encroaching corporate interests,
has passed laws preventing discrimin-

ation in railroad rate, has commenced

the work of abolishing grade crossings
and has given the railroad commission

real powers so. that its ordera must be

adairs is recent and already under the

Iime.llght,and although tt is one "of his

best assets, it Is used here somewhat in a

supplimentary way rather than other-

wise that the scheme of this writing to
how the man as a man may be forcibly

maintained.

ernor to possess. .'.
Mr. Prouty's Home Life
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At home Mr. Prouty is counted in
the very front rank of Newport's pub-li- e

spirited men. Local offices he has
never sought, and has never accepted
but one, a membership in the Newport
village water board. In that he made

his duties just as exacting as his own

obeyed, has passed laws opening the

books of corporation to inspection of

the courts, and instituted other measbusiness engagements through, the life

long practice of attending to the limit

upon whatever he undertakes to do,

Of his honestly acquired means he is

. A Successful Business Alan

At the outset, the reader should place
himself in readiness to be introduced
to a successful man of business in the

prime of life, (Mr. 1'routy is forty-si- x

years old), whose positivenes of pur-

pose, character and action stick out all
over him. His personality steps forth
rot as that of a receptive, waiting-lis- t

lingerer upon honors and benefits, but
as that of an aggressive man of affairs

who has done things, who can do

things, and who will do things,
who has the habit of undertaking and,
best of all, of accomplishing tasks set

'by an unrelenting master and that mas

ter himself. - A man of" the present he

is, whose blood circulates with the ver-ilit- y

of the hour and whose activities
are all along the lines of present day

a generous giver to every worthy charity
although in that his method is un
obtrusive and always preferably un
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marly equalize the burdens of taxation
than at the present time.

Personally I feel that the greatest
difficulty with our system of taxation
is that is, those people
who have large amounts of property
fail to pay their just proportion. As
the law is today a man owns a small
farm which is visible property and on
which he must pay his full share of
taxes. On the other band a man may
be possessed of a million dollars in
stocks and bonds and all he ha to do
is to refuse to make an inventory, in
which case the listers may find wh:t
they can and double bis list, whicii

may not amount to an bundreth part
of what be is actually worth. I am
well aware that this is a very hard
matter to regulate but we should cer-

tainly make an honest effort to do

away with any such state of affair
and I have great hopes that when tho

heralded and unannounced. Certain it
is that no appeal for help where help is
needed ever fails of material response

ures to guard the rights of the people

against law - breaking corporations,
whether railroads or otherwise. If elec-

ted governor I should favor continu-

ing the policies which have been so

vt-- l begun and should favor placing
nil public corporations including tele-

phone and telegraph companies under

the control and supervision of the state
to such a degree as would insureand

safeguard the interests and rights of

ti e people.
We have passed school laws which

will be of the greatest benefit to the

state. I believe that there should be

no backward. step taken regarding these;
laws but rather that we should strive

- perfect them. ' '

from him.

In his church relations, Mr. Prouty
is a regular attendant at the First ' Hon. George H. Prouiy of Newport,
Congregational church of Newport, and
he has been the largest single contribu-

tor to its financial support for many

years. During about twenty-fiv- e wears

he ias been choirmaster at his church,
and the occasion is exceedingly rare report of the commission is received

some remedy will be offered which will
when he is not found in that place. He

has been known to make a Saturday
tippcar to be feasible..' "Intrust that
when such report is received and placed
before the Legislature no hasty action
will be taken, as lias been done some

As a republican candidate for the governorship of Vermont, George

H. Prouty has made public his ideas of the needs of the state. He has

stated both orally and in print that he advocates the following:

State supervision of telephone and telegraph lines.

Revision and adjustment of our present unjust

night return from Boston or New York,
where business uncompleted demanded

that he go back the following Monday,
in order that the choral service for Sun

day might not le impaired by his ab

times in the past.
'

i

Vermont Should Be

Advertised
.1. 1 i V 1 I

sense. Mr. Prouty is a thirty-secon-

degree Mason, and his membership in and unequal tax laws.

accomplishment, for, both personally and

officially, Vie is no unimportant factor
In the moving events which day by day
are making for a busier and better Ver-

mont. In a .very general sense this
is the George H. 1'routy who is a can-

didate for the governorship. More

fpecifically he is what his neighbors

say of him and what his record makes

J)im. Now, as to what his neighbors

say.
They say that his grandfather was

a pioneer in the very beginnings of

Newport, having cleared from its original
forest one of the valuable farms on

the west shore of Lake Memphremogog,

that both his grandfather and nis

father represented the sturdiest form

of citizenship, all of which he has in-

herited, His father had large lumber

interests and early adopted the policy of

acquiring spruce timberland within easy
reach of Lake Memphremagog so far

as the same was available for purchase,
a policy which the subject of this

sketch has continued.

His father's firm bore the same name

Masonic bodies is with the local lodges
so for as they reach.

In the social life of Newport, Mr, The continuation of our present improved school

system. -Frouty and his most estimable ' wife

have always been leaders. At their

modernly appointed. residence, 'which was

The enforcement of the present corporation act

i iwuete mo resources oi our siaio
are very great, not only in our quarries
and mines, but in our undeveloped
water powers and our beautiful scen-

ery, and that it would be for the best
interests of our state to have the Board
of Agriculure or some other equally
suitable agent to take all means-possibl- e

to advertise our resources and at-

tractions to those residing elsewhere,
with a view of bringing them to Ver-

mont either as risitora or permanent
residents.

Suite expenditures should be made
with a judgement that bespeak econ-

omy in every instance, and by this
I do not mean that we ' should be
penny wise and pound foolish, but I

which applies to the regulation of the railroads.

the homestead of the. late John A.

Prouty, Mr. Proutys father a home-

like welcome and generous hospitality
is always the rule. Indeed, both Mi.

and Mrs. Prouty are more contented
in sharing their possessions and pleasures
with their friends than in their own

personal enjoyment of them. While

'More Aid For Good Roads

The working of tlie new highway
law has proved that it was an iminent-- y

wise one. I believe we should not

only retain all its best features but
that we should also endeavor to im-

prove it, always having in mind that
the building of good roads is a matter
ot education and that only by expert

rupervision can we succeed in our ef-

forts to make our highways what they
should be. The state should continue

the policy of doing all it can afford to

sssist in this work, always remember-

ing that it is impossible for tne smalb-- r

communities' to Come up to the highest
standard except through the aid of the

larger communities. '

'Many..' great reforms have been

brought about in our penal institu-

tions the past two years and their
management has been in competent
hands, but there still remain improve-
ments to be made along the lines now
m well laid and working so well. We
should do all within our power to
raise our criminal class to a higher
level and through our institutions we

should aim to benefit the fallen.

Judiciary System Not Perfect

The increased expense of our courts
incident to the adoption of the dual

system shows that we have not yet
solved the problem involved in the at-

tempt to reach the economical yet ef-

ficient administration of justice and I
believe the administration of just

Reform in our justice courts and the wiping out of the
ee, system;

The building of permanent roads with the state's highway

their home is unblessed by children, it
do wish to convey to the minds of all
that We should fit our garment to our,
resources, keeping the state free from
debt and our people safely placedtax and under adequate and experienced supervision.
above the necessity of a direct state
tax.

I can simply assure the citizens of
Vermont that if they should see fit to

An amendment to the constitution which will permit of

amendments being made to it oftener than is now provided.

is the resort of hosts of friends who

finu therein a home life pleasant to

enjoy and gratifying to share. ,

Air. Prouty's Public Career

Mr. Prouty first entered public life

as the representative from Newport in

the legislative session pf 1800. The

circumstances of his election were such

as to show his home popularity to ex-

cellent advantage. Previous to the men-

tion of his name two other candidates

within the Republican party had made

a good deal of headway and it was late
in the canvass that certain friends se- -

eltct me to the position of governor I
should work only for the welfare and
prosperity of the state that I hare
absolutely no political debts to pay orThe advertising of the state's resources, as well as including iif.Teements to carry out, and that I

be perfectly free to recommenl
snch policies as" it seems to me will beVermont as a - garden for tourists in the summer, so that capital

and people may be-attract-
ed to the commonwealth.

best for the welfare and prosperity of
our glorious state

cured from Mr. Prouty consent to make party could offer in the presidential

year. As a senator, Mr. Prouty served

as that now so well known in all lum-

ber markets, that of Prouty & Miller.

As a boy, George II. Prouty entered

the firm's lumber camps to learn the en-

tire business from the logging stage up-

ward,, and soon after reaching his

majority he secured a sixth "interest

upon the retirement of a brother he ac-

quired another sixth interest which

make altogether a third. This has been

liis holding ever since.

Meantime, he has been managing part-

ner a period covering nearly a quarter

of a century.
In this time the business of Prouty

& Miller has more than quardrupled.

The firm has three mills in the vicinity

of Newport besides a large dressing

mill, with others in Canada and also

in Maine. About 300 men are in the

firms employ, 250 of whom are heads

of families. Under Mr. Prouty's man-neroc-

his policy has been the re-

tention of the same men as help in all

departments of the business as long

as possible, and many of the men have

been with the firm for more than thirty

years. The fact that Mr, Prouty has

nowhere any better friends or more

earnest supporters than among the em-

ployes of his firm is very significant.
Mr. Prouty's twenty-fiv- e years of

management have been characterize by
a (.injrular devotion to the duties be-

longing thereto. His practice has been

to be at his office at the same hour
Lis balp reach their work seven o'clock

in the morning and his working day
bt hern, as to length, not materially

as chairman of the joint standing com

mittee on Immigration and Industrial

interests, a member of the general com

mittee of the senate and of the senate

committee! on banks, and also as a mem

ber of the joint standing committee on

a me and fisheries. Inference to the

senate journat of that year shows that

the final enactment to so great an ex-

tent made the 'legislative session ,if

19C6 one distinctively epoch marking.
Among the measures that benefitted

by his helping band may be mentioned
tl at giving needed powers to the Rail-

road Commission, that increasing cor-

poration taxes, that providing for skill-

ed supervision of the public schools,

snd that providing for a special com-

mission to investigate and report upon
a better equalization of fit taxes.
Aside from the legislative service.
Lieut.-Gov- . Trouty has represented th
State on many oocastons where the

tets of capacity have been exacting
if more honorary than administrative.
At these times it is perhaps needless
to ssy, the dignity and traditions of
Vermont and the governor's office save
been represented in accordance With
the best standards.

paign of 1906 is of too recent happen-iij- r

for needful treatment in this writ-

ing. The Shibboloth of "Proctor and

Prouty" representing the combination
i.f two of Vermont's young and ag-

gressive business men as leaders under

conditions involving an opposition pe-

culiar in Vermont politics, awoke a

response that culminated in a triumt hant

election and the installation in the two

highest offices 'for the first time in the

state's history of two men qualified as
aliove mentioned.

Mr. Prouty's incumbency ss Lieut-- i

r has lxen characteristi-

cally nothe as guaged ' by the usual

pumvptinn of its duties. As presiding
( facer of ihc Senate bis action and in-

fluence wa invariably favorable to nil

to advance every

legitimate slate interest, and of which

tribution, seizure of illegal devices for

fishing, licenses for nonresident hun-

ters of deer, prohibiting the sale of

fire arms to minors, regulation of tele-

graph, telephone lines and electric liht
lines, loans of trust companies to their
tflieers and directors, provision for the

weekly payment of wages by corpor-

ations, snd the regulation of the speed
of autoniiliiles and their proper use of

'public highways. As regards the last
named measure which originated in the

House of Representatives, Mr. Prouty
was virtually its sponsor in the Senate

and actively interested ' himself in its

inssHjie. This was the first real ef-

fective legislation relating to the

of automobiles. Prom this
record it is to 1 concluded that Mr,

Prouty was a very active and useful

member of the 1S04 Senate, as in a

large measure the elements of tho bills

he favored are now considered as be-

longing to tho most pregTetsive legis-

lation of recent years.
For the nomination to the Lieutenant--

Governorship in 1906 there were

three candidates before the Itepublican

state convention, the late John V.

Mi rryfield, of New fane, twice Speaker
of the House, the Hon. George F.

of Springfield, and Mr. Prouty,
tue subject of this sketch. The well-r- e

nieiubered --popularity of Mr. Merry-fiel-

and the widely extended business

cf d fraternal order friendships of Mr.

Lclnnd. made the contest interesting if

lot 'inrertsin, but. Mr. Prouty secured

a h;indsone triumph with the same sort

of Joralty of support that bes marked
his election t the less important nJTices

previously held by him. The state cam

Mr. Prouty was an exceedingly active

him a candidate. At the same time

the Democrats of Newport thinking that

they could take profitable advantage
of a three-cornere- contest in the other

party, selected their strongest man, one

who was popular in both parties as

their candidate.' The result was Mr.

Prouty's easy election over all other

contestants, and that without making

any personal effort in his own behalf.

In the House of Representatives Mr.

Prouty was an effective member of the

important committee of Ways and

Means.

Mr. Prouty's nest public service was

performed in the legislature of lf04 as

a senator from Orleans County. Big

nomination and election to the office

were accomplished with only such un

memlier. He introduced no less than
twentv-Ri- mils including those from

committees of which be was a memlxr.

It is noted that most of these bills in

ffpet became enacted into statute law.

Among the subjects to which the

bills introduced by Mr. Prouty re

lated irmv b those of di

vorce, paro'e ot prisoners, eicciric

railways, kighwsy taxes and their disimportant opposition at tne minority1


